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Comparison of Water absorbent and non-oil mulch with oil
mulch on seed germination and sand dune stabilization

M. Farahpou.l, H. Sharbaf2, F. Ghayour3, A. Yosefizadeh4

Abstract
Drought and harsh environment of deserts have made the stakeholders to

do what ever possible to combat desertification. Mulching, using low quality
oil materials of oil refineries, is a routine procedure in Iran to stick shifting
sands together, which of course has his own criticism. The effect of oil
mulch versus other methods of sand stabilization has been tested using a

split design experiment. Oil mulch, two water absorbent materials, Belgium
and French, and a Chine's mulch and 4 seed, Calligonum comosum, Cyperus

conglomeratus, Smirnovia iranica and Haloxylon aphyllum were tested in
the experiment. Results show that efficiency of oil mulch is meaningful, at

level of l%o and 5Vo.
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