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1- Desertification
2- Dregne
3-Kovda
4- Kharin
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1- Extreme arid

2 -Food and Agricultural Organization - United Nations Environmental Program
3- Natural Desert

4- Babaev

5- Economic and Social Commission for Asia and The Pacific (ESCAP)

6- Iranian Classification of Desertification
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1- Desertification Processes
2- Aspects of Desertification
3- Desertification Classes

4- Mapping of Desertification
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1- Nechaeva
2- Dokochaev

3- Rozanov
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1 - Le Houerou
2- Nurberdyev
3- Population Pressure

4- Desertification Hazard
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Fig.1: Anthropogenic Desertification Map Of North Of Khorasan province
IR Iran - 1999

Fig. 1: Anthropogenic Desertification Map of North of Khorasan Province L.R. Iran - 1999
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Desertification Condition in Northern Part of Khorasan
Province

GM. Garivani'

The objective of the present study was to evaluate desertification
phenomena in North Part of Khorasan province adopting FAO-UNEP as
well as Turkmenistan Desert Research Institute specific version methods.
However these methods were modified according to local situation. All maps
were prepared based on TM and MSS satellite images (1:250000) using
geology, topography. vegetation and climatologic maps. Final map of
human-induced desertification was set (1:500000). This map reflects
development of different classes of desertification along with their respected
intensities and causes. Results revealed that about %7.7 of the area could be
classified as natural desert composed of sandy, saline and low quality lands.
Signs of desertification were not found only in about %5.5 of the territory. In
general about %86.5 of total area (61440 Km?2) are being affected by
desertification with different intensities. The most and the least important
factors of desertification were vegetation destruction and wind erosion with
46 and 0.5 percent respectively. Other processes like water erosion (%34.4)
and soil salinization (%5.7) had their own effects on the subject. Considering
desertification intensity, 46.7 percent of total area is classified as high and
very high, %23.8 as medium and %16 as low intensity.

Key words: Desertification, Sand dune, Khorasan, Iran, Natural desert
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