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Abstract

The present study was conducted to compare the parameters of vegetation in two sites grazed
by livestock and wildlife (whole and goat) in Arasbaran rangelands of East Azarbaijan. After
determining the key vegetation type, sampling of vegetation parameters was carried out on both
sites using a systematic random sampling. Within each region, five transects of 100 m were
established and ten plots of two square meters were systematically sampled on each transect. In
each plot, along with each transect, the palatability class of the existing species, vegetative form,
cover percentage, density, and production were measured. Results showed that canopy cover
percentage, density and production were higher in wild life grazing site than in livestock grazing
site and were statistically significant. On the other hand, because of their agility and mobility,
wildlife has greater selectivity and a wider range of grazing than livestock. The results also
showed that the canopy cover percentage, density and amount of forbs production were lower in
the livestock grazing site as compared with the shrubs, due to the concentration of sheep grazing
on forbs (generally legume family plants).
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