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Abstract

Assessment of the potential ecological and natural capacity of each area with proper planning
can lead to sustainable and continuous utilization of natural areas. By increasing the population
and psychological pressures resulting from the bustle of cities, ecotourism has become doubly
important as one of the ways to reduce the pressures on people. The development of ecotourism
to conserve natural resources should be commensurate with the natural and social potential of
the region. Due to the importance of conserving natural resources, the purpose of this study is to
evaluate the ecotourism potential of Chaharbagh summer rangelands in Golestan province based
on the FAO limiting method and using GIS. The factors assessed include two ecological
categories (climate, altitude, slope, soil, water resources, distance to attraction places, value
attractive vegetation) and infrastructure (distance to city, amenities, roads, and access routes).
The results showed that the total area of the region is 25.36% (2249.29 ha) with medium
potential and competence (S2), 28.65% (2542 ha) with low potential and competence (S3), and
45.98% (4079) hectare lacks ecotourism competence and potential (N). The results also showed
that water resources, soil, slope percentage, vegetation attraction value, access routes, and
distance to attractions are factors that reduce the potential and merit of tourism and altitude
factors, distance to city and facilities, welfare as well as climate (temperature) are factors that
increase the potential and merit of tourism. Chaharbagh rangelands have suitable facilities and
potentials in terms of tourism, and observing the principles of tourism and preserving natural
resources, in addition to creating employment and income for the residents of the region, can
help the protection and sustainable development of the region.

Keywords: Ecotourism potential, rangelands, ecological factors, Geographic Information
System.



